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Task decription 

Designação da tarefa 


Task denomination
3 - From Word Civilization to Image Civilization

Data de início
Start date
Data de fim
End date
Duração (em meses)
Duration (in months)
Pessoas * mês nesta tarefa 


Person * month in this task
01-01-2007

31-12-2009

36

11,5

Resultados esperados 


Expected results
- A series of 6 workshop on the main contributions to Media Theory will be organized, particularly on works by Eric Havelock, Harold Innis, Marshall McLuhan, Pierre Lévy, Paul Virilio, and Giovanni Sartori. Distinguished portuguese scholars and young researchers will be invited. 
- 2 international and 2 national papers on recent developments of media theory will be published. 
- Participation in the final conference (see Crossings), with the organization of a panel on "From Word Civilization to Image Civilization".

Descrição da tarefa
Task description
Since the Toronto School (H. Innis and M. McLuhan) to the recent contribution by scholars such as J. Baudrillard and P. Virilio, a large number of essays on the social and political impact of new media has been produced. Stressing the fact that media have a dramatic impact on the way people think and, consequently, in the shaping of society, the researchers of the School of Chicago highlighted three crucial moments in the history of human communication. 

The first is the passage from oral culture to the use of writing, then the introduction of printing and finally the electrical age that brought to the telegraph, television and computers. Each of these “revolutions” gave place to similar controversies among those who where in favor of the new developments and the skeptics, the “apocalyptic” and the “integrated”, as Umberto Eco would put it. Plato himself warned on the troubles writing, according to him, would have brought: “for this discovery of yours will create forgetfulness in the learners´ souls, because they will not use their memories; they will trust to the external written characters and not remember of themselves. The specific which you have discovered is an aid not to memory, but to reminiscence, and you give your disciples not truth, but only the semblance of truth; they will be hearers of many things and will have learned nothing; they will appear to be omniscient and will generally know nothing” (Plato, Phaedrus, trans. by B. Jowett). However, it is thanks to writing that we have today access to Plato’s thinking. 

Printed texts, as the Chicago school pointed out, was a fundamental pre-requisite to Renaissance, to a larger diffusion of books, therefore of ideas, in different social classes. However, printed books also had its share of opponents: manuscripts were much more elegant and pleasing than printed book. Something we can understand if we consider how we find unnatural and tiresome reading extended texts on a computer screen. 

And today, what are the consequences of the changes the electrical revolution introduced? Telegraph, telephones and television sure had a great impact on contemporary society, are computer networks and digital technologies only an increase in change speed, or do they introduce new unforeseen transformation. Once more, new technologies have strong supporters (as Pierre Lévy) and severe opponents (as Giovanni Sartori). 
We aim at a deep evaluation of whether and to which point "Media Theory", which has developed since the 60 to present days, may help us understand the new status and functions that image is taking up today. 
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