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Descrição da tarefa 


Task decription 

Designação da tarefa 


Task denomination
1 - Towards a Philosophy of Image

Data de início
Start date
Data de fim
End date
Duração (em meses)
Duration (in months)
Pessoas * mês nesta tarefa 


Person * month in this task
01-01-2007

31-12-2009

36

16,2

Resultados esperados 


Expected results
- Publishing of 4 international papers on the philosophy of the image (1- images of consciousness, 2- perception and attention in recent scientific and artistic works, 3- visualizations of how the brain works, 4- phenomenology of image).
- Organization of a workshop on “Thinking the image/Images of Thought”. 
- Organizing of a workshop under the title: “We must have images, we cannot have images”- the "difficult status" of images in science, culture and art (A. Gerner).
- Three workshops on images and visualization in the Life-sciences and in contemporary art will be organized with the participation of the consultants Profs. H. J. Rheinberger, Hans Belting and I. Reichle.
- Besides the three public conferences given in the three referred workshops, Profs. H. J. Rheinberger, H. Belting and I. Reichle will come to Lisbon three times (once a year) to give scientific support to the local team and to provide a two days seminar (8 hours).
- Participation to the final exhibition (see Crossings), namely with the organization of an installation by A. Gerner “Invisible life? Making life visible!" (Exhibition on visibilities and invisibilities of life in sciences and art).
- Participating in the “Lisbon Centre of the Image between science and art (LCISA)”.

Descrição da tarefa
Task description
The aim of this research line is to clarify, refine and elaborate on the very different philosophical approches on image that are active today. We intend to pay great attention to the hybrid mix of discursive and iconic elements that makes image a living thing, thus called "zoon" by the greek. We will thus collect, reflect and manipulate hybrid forms in Life Sciences and Bio Art and in limit cases (Malevitch) of what may still (or not) be called an image and why. While comparing art images with scientific images, questions arise: can images be self-evident? Can images negate? – see Duchamp “this is not a pipe” - can images function in an argumentation as hypothetical? (Digital) simulations are hypothetical models working with probabilities and possibilities. But aren’t all images in general just hypothetical? Definitions and categorizations as well as functionality and pragmatics of images in different contexts have to be compared. The semiotic approach, the phenomenological and anthropological approach - see the work of our consultant H. Belting (1999) - will be contrasted in order to a deeper understanding of what is an image. How can image function as a sign or a trace? Why are sciences usually inclined to avoid speaking of images and instead functionally refer to visualization or ‘operationale Bildlichkeit’? What is the classical iconoclastic fear of rhetorically convincing images all about? In what consist the different status of images and visualisations in living organism towards alter-referential representations? Are images not to be trusted as a media in exact thinking or scientific proof? 
The syntactical readability of discrete parts of scientific images has also to be contrasted with the "iconic excess" of the art image. The aesthetics and evidential value of certain images will be analyzed and contrasted. We know that, today, knowledge and understanding are not only conditioned by the epistemic presentation medium as well as by the technological aspects of image production, but also by its aesthetic perception. What however is the relation of the image-medium and the image-object? How does the perception of an image create a certain intentional aesthetic consciousness? Taking concrete examples of how the brain works and of how consciousness and attention could function in a living organism, this reflection will look for the artistic usage of image in contemporary (bio)art, working on (artificial) consciousness and artificial life - see the approach of our consultant Ingeborg Reichle (2005). We will also try to concretize the theoretical and scientific approach of image as part of the experimental systems in biology - see the work of our consultant Hans Joerg Rheinberger (1997) - and artistic images of the living. 
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